Unilateral Blindness Following Excision of a Carotid Body Tumour  by Patel, A.S. et al.
Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg (2008) 36, 619EJVES Extra Abstracts*Endovascular Treatment of an Iatrogenic Visceral Aortic
Segment False Aneurysm Following a Translumbar Vertebral
Biopsy
D. Moneleya,*, K.W. Johnstona, K.T. Tanb, G. Oreopouloa
aDepartment of Vascular Surgery, University of Toronto, Toronto
General Hospital, 200 Elizabeth Street, 6E 214, Toronto, Ontario,
M5G 2C4, Canada
bDepartment of Radiology, University of Toronto, Toronto General
Hospital, 200 Elizabeth Street, 6E 214, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2C4,
Canada
Pseudoaneurysms of the visceral aorta are relatively uncommon.
We report a case involving a 40 year old man who developed
a pseudoaneurysm of his visceral aorta following a lumbar vertebral
biopsy. This pseudoaneurysm was treated by a combination of coil
embolisation and thrombin injection.
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We present a case of branch retinal artery occlusion following
excision of a carotid body tumour. A 37 year old woman complained
of partial loss of vision in her right eye four hours following
uneventful excision of a carotid body tumour. Clinical examination
and subsequent retinography confirmed branch retinal artery
occlusion. A duplex scan showed a kink in the internal carotid
artery resulting in a significant stenosis. The kink was caused by
redundancy of the carotid artery after removal of the large tumour
which had caused significant splaying and stretching of the carotid
bifurcation. We believe that this kink was the origin of an embolus
which occluded the retinal artery branch.
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